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DNR Updates: Recycling Excellence
Awards, RU Guidance, Recycling Grant,
MRF Stakeholder Meeting, SWIP
Meeting
Reminder: Nomination Period For Recycling Excellence
Awards Closes Sept. 14

Take a few minutes to submit a nomination for a Recycling
Excellence Award by Sept. 14.  Forms and instructions are
available on the Recycling Excellence Awards webpage.
Communities, organizations, schools and businesses dedicated to
waste reduction and diversion are encouraged to apply.

Responsible Unit (RU) Guidance Posted For Public Comment

Basic Requirements for RU Recycling Programs (WA-1593) summarizes the requirements to
ensure responsible units maintain effective recycling programs according to ch. NR 544, Wis.
Adm. Code. It was updated to reflect the recycling rule that went into effect on July 1, 2025.
The deadline to supply comments is Sept. 18. 

Reminder: Application For Basic Recycling Grant To Responsible Units Due Oct. 1 

Responsible Units (RUs) must submit their grant application for the Basic Recycling Grant to
Responsible Units by Oct. 1 to be eligible for full funding. Applications submitted after Oct. 1
are subject to reduced funding according to the following schedule: 

Date Submitted  Percent Funding

By Oct. 1 100%

By Oct. 10 95%

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdnr.wisconsin.gov%2Ftopic%2FRecycling%2FAwards.html/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/DcLJ1sx1m5resGG0k-Ct62wR8RP_PvZbcvRPl1VOM7s=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fapps.dnr.wi.gov%2Fdoclink%2Fwaext%2FWA1593.pdf/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/MxTQdfI_EXPLZNNrgHDydWzDtR92QUEIPeqLRCnD7-Q=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdnr.wisconsin.gov%2Faid%2FRecycling.html/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/o7yOlK8vz03zg77DrLTe56ZDkKyvFgdsCRt7_6cPcUc=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdnr.wisconsin.gov%2Faid%2FRecycling.html/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/o7yOlK8vz03zg77DrLTe56ZDkKyvFgdsCRt7_6cPcUc=452


Date Submitted  Percent Funding

By Oct. 20 90%

By Oct. 30 75%

Oct. 31 or later 0%

Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) Stakeholder Meeting To Be Held Oct. 2

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is hosting its annual MRF
Stakeholder Meeting on Oct. 2. Details will be emailed directly to MRFs and are posted by the
DNR's Requirements for Materials Recovery Facilities (MRFs) webpage.

Register Now: Solid Waste Interested Parties Meeting Oct. 8

The DNR will hold its annual Solid Waste Interested Parties (SWIP) meeting Oct. 8 at 1
p.m. via Teams webinar.

The meeting will focus on Waste and Materials Management Program finances, the statewide
annual recycling data report, and a summary of the proposed non-landfill solid waste rule
changes, which will be open for public comment at the time of the meeting.

Register for the meeting

A full agenda will be posted on the SWIP webpage in advance of the meeting. For questions, 
contact Casey.Krausensky@wisconsin.gov.

AROW Lunch & Learn On Recycling
Apps Sept. 30

Recycling apps are a relatively new method of
communicating recycling information to residents. The
Associated Recyclers of Wisconsin is hosting a
lunchtime talk focused on two apps- Recycle Coach and
BetterBin. Guest speakers will give an overview of the
apps, how they are being used in their communities and

lessons learned from implementation. 

Register for There's an App for That: Using Recycling Apps to Improve Recycling. 

Dane County Collecting Batteries For
Free Throughout September
Dane County Waste & Renewables is currently
collecting household batteries and battery-
containing devices for free throughout
September. This effort seeks to make it easier
for residents to safely dispose of batteries while
reducing fire risk for sanitation workers and
waste facilities. 

Read the press release announcing the effort.

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdnr.wisconsin.gov%2Ftopic%2FRecycling%2FMRF.html/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/8yY3pBVfUKaXpt-_b45xlT2qFQUC4IaaW9z5QXx4raQ=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Ff8df31f3-a197-432c-a0fb-d9ed80e4707b@f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-b6c0-2964663779aa/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/0U4g1TSu8cdIwWYZtFq9pdGLzSrlqsmYLo6sPMYIoMY=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/links-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fdnr.wisconsin.gov%252Ftopic%252FWaste%252FSWIP.html%2F1%2F010001a08be757de-0ea86e82-7a97-4e15-89be-e52c52e6d284-000000%2FQcfiimeeIsBBG3sb98POCnsnaFMlbSUqPcl2T2EO-jQ=452/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/-eSXekdOcalZCN8ZH1OpoHaFb-vHj5XHv8NeFdPPYWY=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fapps.dnr.wi.gov%252Fstaffdir%252FContactSearchResultsExt.aspx%253Fcno=53647%2526cSrc=EMPLOYEE%2F1%2F010001a08be757de-0ea86e82-7a97-4e15-89be-e52c52e6d284-000000%2FwpsMs5zQC4yiZU3AAL9TpRBbGwx_1UXt9l566BZz7lI=452/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/PhGlh7_2OXWKnKQrRcUONSMadJgczgI61koQ_et1IiQ=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwisconsinrecycles.org%2Fevent-6824858/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/pY3Ygw30iwTSZQQ-79IJi-aE-M1jk_5Tfbr_wjm09Zw=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.danecounty.gov%2FPressDetail%2F11943/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/CQKVHb9T3Hif-ilfYYfQfzQrcdhkqfc0xp4if07AFCM=452


Discover other collection sites that accept batteries and/or battery-containing devices by
visiting:

The Battery Network
E-Cycle Wisconsin collection site list
Wisconsin Recycling Markets Directory

Join Food Waste Prevention Week, Sept.
28-Oct. 4

Food Waste Prevention Week is a global initiative that creates a
shared space for learning, action and reconnecting with the
value of food. This year's theme is Food Heroes in Your
Neighborhood and spotlights the local people and organizations
working on food waste.

Sign up to be a partner, submit a Food Hero nomination and access promotional materials by
visiting the Food Waste Prevention Week webpage.  

Upcoming Webinars, Online
Conferences And Events
*All times are in Central Time.

Film Plastics: Effective Recovery And Management Strategies
Sept. 17, 11 a.m.
Paper and Plastics Recycling Conference
Register online.

Making Food Scraps Collection Accessible And Optimizing Community Composting
For Climate Resilience
Sept. 28, 11 a.m.
Clean Composting Company and Cariboo Compost
Register online.

Artificial Intelligence Literacy For Recycling Professionals
Sept. 29, 12:30 p.m.
Pennsylvania Recycling Markets Center and the National Recycling Coalition
Register online.

It's Elementary: Measures To Reduce Food Waste In K-12 Public Schools
Sept. 29, 11 a.m.
Environmental Law Institute
Register online.

Zero Food Waste At Large-Scale Events: Peeling The Onion Beyond Food Recovery
Oct. 1, 3 p.m.
Sustainable Events Network
Register online.

Centering Community In Preventing Wasted Food: Lesson Learned For The Future
Oct. 2, 1 p.m.

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbatterynetwork.org%2Flocator%2F/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/f66jIBW25U1yveIvyzxnpcdi8V8OeGkafqewMyAMlnU=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwisconsindnr.shinyapps.io%2FEcycleCollectorSite%2F%3Flanguage=2/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/WO3B6v2kHGhJrxFPfsmPPFu-RGLPh10JjdPPX4P99MU=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.uwgb.edu%2Frecycling%2F/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/MIR7XMD2Oq4s6rnx7z2LjJuiT2zCagb6tQc2xv5CNxc=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ffoodwastepreventionweek.com%2F/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/kC2pix8z6LXotWngDV-zGUwvpCYE-xzmM4adoVy8Djg=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgie-net.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_umPAVFCGRXaf1E4gn6Wqng%23%2Fregistration/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/PiQAtD1BjFh7H41Z9qYMoARdkqYnfuUKhCLUfEhBd8c=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FYXBHKYz5TY-V1Xup1a_zOA%23%2Fregistration/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/tAXIdjdn2a8nh_hoiJ0YECcCj8i1mZ0sDc304Ev83v8=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpsu.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_Vp-T7mblTQyP3RhYOYc8iQ%23%2Fregistration/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/D1N6YGQpxrYyIbMhW8kSotJX4wdr1pf40uPyd_4bXuU=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eli.org%2Fevents%2Fits-elementary-measures-reduce-food-waste-k-12-public-schools/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/pu6EJP5AtS_vHJXn8Ou7ZujMLc1pjap7NpIkDAcyVzk=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.senfc.org%2Fevent-6790728%2FRegistration/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/-t7WCZDrwzqlMJNy5TY4S7rOTXMU3GS36Jj77S9ET_I=452


StopWaste, Food Shift and Climate Changemakers Madison
Register online.

National Zero Waste Conference
Oct. 21-22
Zero Waste USA
Register online.

Several webinars can also be found on the Public Resources-Product Stewardship Institute,
the EPA's Sustainable Materials Management Program and the Northeast Recycling
Council websites.

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

You are subscribed to the Recycling Updates from the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources. These updates are now available
only through periodic email newsletters. For information on past
updates or to share new information, please contact Jennifer
Semrau at Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov.

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fstopwaste.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FD_iATjZ5T5mMr8-y6Rcsxg%23%2Fregistration/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/cDGweT-NaMfnTyGG4L_JpQPne-CPN0rTiS3b_uc7RFc=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Fnzwc2026/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/20CJGIeUyQbdhWKtGCqrKBW8DBHJsRsfagrHgbY665g=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fproductstewardship.us%2Fpublic-resources%2F/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/EdF-OwtUZvwWho7DTfEl5thxpU9obsjlgcBKHuKCZ98=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fsmm%2Fsustainable-materials-management-web-academy%23previous/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/5sXnCaGqmCHXX4IFtPP-Bl833Y3klbxlML8L6CMUWqw=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nerc.org%2Frecordings/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/zoxlShH1E_3L-JmpzAFp0y5C24OqKOtAR1sFurW59Ts=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nerc.org%2Frecordings/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/zoxlShH1E_3L-JmpzAFp0y5C24OqKOtAR1sFurW59Ts=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/angela.carey@wisconsin.gov/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/n71pw97p52zz63a7FFfa0-d1l5ktRk1jiU32qSdm3_8=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/angela.carey@wisconsin.gov/1/010001a0925d3f8a-fdafe6d2-b5a0-4576-ac93-710b02eccbb8-000000/n71pw97p52zz63a7FFfa0-d1l5ktRk1jiU32qSdm3_8=452
mailto:Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov

