
General Guide Regarding the Partisan Primary 

In preparing to cast your ballot for the August 11, 2026, election, keep in mind that it is 
a partisan primary, which is very different from other elections. 

Partisan Primaries in General 
The partisan primary method has been in effect in Wisconsin since 1905. Held in 
August in even-numbered years, partisan primaries allow voters to nominate who they 
would like to move on to the November ballot. Each party’s primary is considered a 
separate election event, and voters can only participate in ONE political party’s primary. 

 When casting your ballot in August’s primary, you must first choose whether to vote 
on the Democratic, Republican, Libertarian, Constitution or WI Green ballot, and 
then vote for candidates within that party only. Crossover voting (voting in more than 
one party) is not allowed and could cause your entire ballot to be thrown out. As a 
general rule, regarding write-in votes, the name of a ballot candidate of Party X written 
on a Party Y ballot will never count. 

 


