
Recycling Updates
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

July 2026

In This Issue 
DNR Seeks Public Comment On Economic Impact Of Proposed Rules Affecting Non-
Landfill Solid Waste Management
DNR Publishes Updated Household Battery Recycling Guide
Meet Haylee Kraker, DNR's New Organics Waste Management Specialist
Guidance On Multi-Family Residential Recycling Open For Public Comment
Universal Waste Publications Available For Order
First Installment Of 2026 State of Recycling Report Released
Take The Plastic Free July Pledge To Help Reduce Plastic Waste
Upcoming Webinars, Online Conferences And Events

__________________________________________________________________________

DNR Seeks Public Comment On
Economic Impact Of Proposed Rules
Affecting Non-Landfill Solid Waste
Management
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has published a draft economic
impact analysis (EIA) for the proposed rule revisions relating to non-landfill solid waste
management under chs. NR 157, 500, 502, 518, 520 and 526, Wis. Adm. Code. The DNR is
holding a public comment period to solicit information on the analysis and all economic effects
of the proposed rule revisions. The public comment period is open until July 17.

The proposed rule makes updates to code that affects non-landfill solid waste facilities,
including infectious waste and PCB waste facilities. Non-landfill facilities manage waste
before it goes to a landfill (transport or transfer of all solid waste or treatment of infectious
waste) or in place of going to a landfill (combustion, composting, processing for recycling,
landspreading for agricultural benefit, using it as fill material or other beneficial reuse). This
proposed rule regulates facilities and activities that require solid waste approvals and
licenses. It also regulates facilities and activities that are exempt from licensing, approval
requirements and some operating requirements.

The DNR is proposing this rule to adapt to changes in industry technology, waste materials,
landfill reduction goals and the focus on management of materials separated from municipal
solid waste. The rule also streamlines and clarifies parts of the code that stakeholders have
found confusing since the last rule revision 20 years ago.



Materials for review are available on the DNR's Proposed Permanent Administrative Rules
webpage under Natural Resources Board Order Number WA-14-24. The DNR will accept
comments on the draft EIA from June 17 to July 17, 2026. Please direct any comments on the
EIA or questions to Casey.Krausensky@wisconsin.gov, 608-577-3643.

The DNR will hold a separate public comment period on the proposed rule language after the
EIA has been finalized. Notice of that public comment period will also be sent to this
GovDelivery email list.

DNR Publishes Updated Household
Battery Recycling Guide
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has
released its updated household battery recycling
guide. The guide walks through how to properly store
and dispose of batteries of different chemistries and
discusses the fire risk that comes with improper battery
management. The guide will soon be available in hard
copy and in Spanish. 

This guide and other online resources will be updated
again as the new battery laws, 2025 Wisconsin Act
170 and 2025 Wisconsin Act 171, are fully
implemented.

Meet Haylee Kraker, DNR's New
Organics Waste Management Specialist
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Haylee Kraker joined the DNR Waste and Materials
Management Program as the new Organics Waste
Management Specialist on June 3. The position was
previously held by Erik Flesch and Ruth O'Donnell.
Haylee will be working on the DNR's Solid Waste
Infrastructure for Recycling (SWIFR) grant through the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

More from Haylee: 

Hello! My name is Haylee Kraker and I'm originally from
Milwaukee but have called a lot of different places
home over the last few years! I finished my undergrad
at the University of Oklahoma, then returned to
Wisconsin to work for the DNR Wildlife Management
Program under the Deer Management Assistance
Program and Sandhill Wildlife Area. Most recently, I
worked in Nebraska as a Sustainability Coordinator but
felt called back to Wisconsin to continue working for the
DNR. I'm excited to explore Madison with my dog,
Moose, spend time with my family and support local
businesses (especially Colectivo!).

Guidance On Multi-Family Residential
Recycling Open For Public Comment
A Guide to Recycling for Owners of Apartments and Other Multi-
Family Dwellings (WA-1638) has been revised to reflect the
changes to Wisconsin Administrative Code that went into effect July
1, 2025. The guidance document describes the recycling
requirements owners and landlords must follow, including providing
recycling access to their residents.   

It is now open for public comment through July 31, 2026. Please contact Jennifer Semrau,
waste reduction and diversion coordinator, with any comments or questions. 

Universal Waste Publications Available
For Order
Several publications on how non-households must manage different types of universal waste
are now available to order in hard copy through the online Recycling, Composting & Waste
Reduction Publications order form. 

How to Handle Universal Waste: Aerosol Cans (WA-2049)
How to Handle Universal Waste: Batteries (WA-1809)
How to Handle Universal Waste: Lamps (WA-1810)
How to Handle Universal Waste: Mercury-containing Equipment (WA-1811)
How to Handle Universal Waste: Pesticides (WA-1812)
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First Installment Of 2026 State of
Recycling Report Released

In late June, the Recycling Partnership
released the first installment of the 2026 State
of Recycling Report. This year, the report is
being released in phased installments, with
each phase examining a certain aspect of the

recycling system. Part One: Setting the Stage, Initial Observations of the U.S. Recycling
System, discusses where the recycling system stands today. 

Take The Plastic Free July Pledge To
Help Reduce Plastic Waste
Plastic Free July is a global initiative of the
Plastic Free Foundation. This month, you can
take the Plastic Free Pledge by choosing one
plastic item to refuse. The idea is that small
actions, such as refusing a plastic water bottle
and using a reusable one instead, will make a big
difference toward a plastic free future. 

Upcoming Webinars, Online
Conferences And Events
*All times are in Central Time.

Paper Transport: Challenges And Solutions
July 16, 11 a.m.
Paper and Plastics Recycling Conference
Register online.

What Role Can Businesses Play in Reducing Plastic Pollution?
July 16, noon
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Register online.

Recycled Paper And Plastics Commodities Markets Update
July 16, 12:30 p.m.
Pennsylvania Recycling Markets Center and the National Recycling Coalition
Register online.

Fire Prevention & Emergency Response Planning For Solid Waste Facilities
July 16, 1 p.m.
SCS Engineers
Register online.

Get the Dirt: Live Composting Expert Panel
July 22, noon
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Institute of Local Self-Reliance
Register online.

Several webinars can also be found on the Public Resources-Product Stewardship Institute,
the EPA's Sustainable Materials Management Program and the Northeast Recycling
Council websites.

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

You are subscribed to the Recycling Updates from the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources. These updates are now available
only through periodic email newsletters. For information on past
updates or to share new information, please contact Jennifer
Semrau at Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov.
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